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driver’s seat. Mr. Speaker, the ed flex 
bill gets us closer, closer to letting our 
parents, teachers, schools and commu-
nities accomplish this goal by reaching 
a higher standard of learning.

f 

ED FLEX ACT A FLIMSY PIECE OF 
LEGISLATION 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, last 
year Democrats were successful in 
passing a measure to improve edu-
cation by hiring 100,000 new teachers. 
We are a third of the way there. This 
year there are 30,000 new teachers, re-
ducing class size, improving discipline 
and increasing the individual attention 
that our kids need. 

Democrats want to pass the next in-
stallment toward 100,000 teachers, but 
the Republican leadership is fighting 
us tooth and nail. The Republican lead-
ership’s ed flex act is a flimsy piece of 
legislation, a fig leaf to cover its bar-
ren agenda. It makes no provision for 
new teachers, no measure to ensure 
that the neediest school districts re-
ceive funds, and it has no account-
ability. Democrats believe that local 
school districts should have flexibility 
when they administer Federal edu-
cation programs, but there should be 
flexibility coupled with accountability 
to ensure that our teachers, students 
and parents receive the support that 
they deserve. What we ought to do in 
this Congress is authorize 30,000 more 
teachers on our way to 100,000 and hold 
schools accountable for student per-
formance. These are the measures that 
are going to make a real difference for 
our students, ensure that our schools 
have the support that they need to 
make the decisions that they need and 
to provide our youngsters with the best 
possible opportunity for their future. 

f 

CONGRESS RENEWS PLEDGE TO 
ABIDE BY SPENDING CAPS 

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, just 
4 years ago when they unveiled their 
budget, the administration acknowl-
edged that we would see $200 billion 
deficits well into the next century. But 
the new Republican Congress said that 
that was unacceptable. Against the 
shrill cries of our friends on the left, 
we reformed welfare, saved Medicare, 
eliminated over 400 Federal programs, 
and cut the growth in Federal spending 
by more than half. Today our budget is 
balanced and we can look forward to a 
decade of surpluses. We can now begin 
to tackle the great issue of our genera-
tion, saving Social Security, if, if only 
we continue to exercise the fiscal dis-

cipline begun with the balanced budget 
agreement. 

Unfortunately the President in his 
budget reneges on the spending caps. I 
am happy to report today that the con-
gressional leaders have said that they 
will renew their pledge to abide by 
those spending caps. This means that 
we can secure every penny of Social Se-
curity taxes only for Social Security. 
It also means that American families 
can expect lower interest rates and a 
stronger economy well into the next 
century.

f 

GIVING PRIORITY TO MATH AND 
SCIENCE EDUCATION 

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, today we 
will be talking about flexibility and ac-
countability in our schools. My col-
leagues know that to compete in to-
day’s world and to give citizens person-
ally fulfilling lives, we need to give 
students good education in science and 
math. International math and science 
study results show U.S. 12th graders 
lagging well behind the international 
average in math and science. Eisen-
hower funds are the only program 
available to all schools to help train 
public school teachers in math and 
science. If we are to give these students 
the education they need, we need these 
Eisenhower funds to help teachers at 
all levels prepare to teach in science 
and math. As we give school systems 
more accountability and flexibility, we 
need to give a priority to math and 
science education.

f 

SUPPORT ED FLEX 

(Mr. HILL of Montana asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HILL of Montana. Mr. Speaker, 
let us take a clue from successful gov-
ernors across the country who have 
taken on the special interests in mak-
ing education their top priority. The 
same scene has been played out in 
State after State. A governor proposes 
real education reforms, from charter 
schools, to school choice, to tough aca-
demic standards, to back-to-basics, to 
ed flex. Then the special interests rise 
up in indignation, they denounce those 
reforms and a battle forms, a public re-
lations battle between the reform-
minded governor and the special inter-
ests that have produced the terrible re-
sults in the first place. 

One reform that the special interests 
particularly do not like is ed flex. They 
do not like it because it gives States 
and local schools the power to decide 
how to best spend the Federal edu-
cation dollars. The special interests 
hate this idea because it means that 

Washington will no longer be telling 
local schools what they need, and they 
do not like it because it means parents 
and local authorities will have more 
control over education and the special 
interests will have less. 

Let us give governors the power they 
need to improve our public schools. Let 
us support ed flex. 

f 

CALL FOR BIPARTISAN 
EDUCATION REFORM 

(Mr. WEINER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, some 
might wonder when it became a par-
tisan issue to support our children and 
our schools. If you recall after World 
War II there was truly a bipartisan 
spirit in this country that we needed to 
invest in education at all levels. We 
built more schools in communities all 
around this country, we encouraged 
more people to go into teaching, and 
we hired tens of thousands of new 
teachers. We need to do the same type 
of bipartisan plan now that the Cold 
War has ended, now that we have real-
ized that our battles that we are going 
to be fighting in the future will be on 
the economic battlefield, not the mili-
tary battlefield, thank God. 

Now we have to do the same: we have 
to invest in modernizing those schools, 
we have to invest in hiring more teach-
ers. We have to take that kind of ap-
proach. I think that we can all agree 
that it should be a bipartisan effort. 

When a youngster in PS 254 in my 
district, which is dramatically over-
crowded, is trying to figure out why 
they are learning in a gymnasium and 
a lunchroom, they are not thinking be-
cause it is a Democrat or a Republican, 
they are thinking because we simply 
need new spaces. This is the kind of 
thing we must do. We need to hire 
teachers, modernize schools, and make 
college tax deductible. We should do it 
in a bipartisan fashion. 

f 

COMMITTING TROOPS REQUIRES 
CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL 

(Mr. METCALF asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
believe any Congress should allow any 
President to send our troops into any 
sovereign nation without the author-
ization of Congress. We in Congress are 
negligent if we do not insist on this re-
striction and, if necessary, refuse the 
money to pay for any foreign adven-
tures undertaken without the specific 
authorization of Congress. 

f 

ACCOUNTABILITY BEFORE 
FLEXIBILITY IN EDUCATION BILL 
(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
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